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Gentlemen: 
 
Salutations and good cheer to all of you as we embark upon the second half of the 2021 Hot 
Stove League season. As always, the second half promises to be a competitive and hard-
fought contest for the opportunity to have one of our names etched on The Cup as the Cham-
pion of the best and most competitive--top to bottom--fantasy league in the land. 
 
Without further ado, then, we provide you below the standings through Sunday, July 11, just 
before the All Star break, as well as individual player totals. Enjoy the feast. 
 

 
 

 FROM THE BULLPEN    
                 
           2021 Campaign Edition No. 15 July 16, 2021              

2020 HSL Champion 
West Des Moines Cubs 

Manager:  Shamu 
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2021 ALL STAR GAME 
 
I suppose most if not all of you watched at least some of the All Star game on Tuesday night 
and so all or most of us can say that we have witnessed a remarkable piece of history with 
Shohei Ohtani both pitching and hitting in the game. Somebody remarked to me the other 
day that he is a once-in-a-generation player, but I would go even farther than that.  I think 
Ohtani is a once-in-a-century player.  The great Bambino was almost indisputably1 this player 
for the 20th century, and now we have Ohtani for the 21st century. He is a freak of nature, 
in my humble estimation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Well, PAwesome will probably find a way to dispute this, but we’ll see. 
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FROM THE BORED OF EDUCATION 
 
Finally, I share with you now a Wall Street Journal article by former Major League Commis-
sioner Fay Vincent which I recently read and which is worth sharing with all of you: 
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As I read Fay’s words of wisdom, I harkened back to my own toils of labor during two seasons 
of detasseling corn, one summer shoveling concrete for Dobson Bros. Construction, one sum-
mer of hard labor on a small steel track gang for Burlington Northern,2 three summers in the 
trenches laying utility pipe for Cole Construction, and one winter laying utility pipe for the new 

 
2 Working as a “Gandy Dancer” along with my Rocket High pals Larry Larson, Bruce Kuhn and Gary 
Klum, working our butts off under a hot sun while being constantly demeaned and hollered at by a 
completely demented jackass and sadist of a foreman by the name of Ricky Mason. I wanted to quit 
that damned job every single Friday, and my dad always talked me into staying, citing the $6.50 hourly 
wage that I made there in comparison with the $3.25 wage I had made the summer before at Dobson 
Bros. Good old Dad got me through that summer. 
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power plant in Grand Island, working entirely outdoors during some of the coldest weather to 
which I have ever been exposed. The bottom line is that working those often miserable and 
monotonous construction jobs over multiple summers and one winter was invaluable to me in 
forging my own career path, and gave me the motivation that I sorely needed to get through 
college and law school, not unlike Fay Vincent. Regrettably, it didn’t springboard me into the 
role of Commissioner of Baseball3  as it did Mr. Vincent, but all things considered, I have no 
grounds for complaint. 
 
And that’s a wrap.  Have a great weekend, brethren. 
 
 
Skipper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3 Which is currently paying Rob Manfred something like 30 million bucks a year, which almost seems 
criminal. 


