PLAY SALL

How'd they score?

Kenand Ryly Jane Hambleton compare Busch Stadium (St. Louis), Pro-
Eressive Field (Cleveland), Citizens Bank Park (Philadelphia), Oriole Parkat
Camden Yards (Baltimore) and Nationafs Pk (Winshnmetan),

Some new
ballpark
memories

My dad tookme tomy first
major-league game at Crosley
Field in Cincinnati, 1 got a foul
ball hit by Willie Mays,

Since then, I'vebeen to 23
baseball parks, including the
giant 80,000-seat Cleveland
Municipal Stadivm and the
world's largest garage, other-
wise known as the Kingdome in
Seattle.

1remember the smells and
dark, crowded concourses of
Wrigley Field; the old
Comiskey Park, Tiger Stadi-
um; Sportsman's Park; the for-
mer Busch, Shea and Yankee
stadiums; County Stadium in
Milwaukee; and Municipal Sta-
diumin Kansas City.

Someone wisely decided we
needed parks built solely for
baseball.

Open concourses, Few, ifany,
restricted views. Wider seats.
Cup holders. Big, clean rest-
rooms and grass playing sur-
faces.

KEN HAMBLETON
Jowrnal Star Sgff Writer

Touch "em all

Mr. Sporsknowitall ranks the cur-
rent majoreague parks he's visit-
&d, from best to worst

Wrigley Field (Cubs)

Dodger Stadium

Oriole Park

Buseh Stadium (Cardinals)
Coors Field (Rockies)

Hauffman Stagium (Rovais]
Safeco Field (Mariners)

Citizens Bank Park {Phillies)

L5, Cellular Feld (While Sox)
Angai Stadium '
Progressive Park {Indians)
Nationzls Park

Chase Stadium (D'backs)
Metrodome {Twins)

Mew parks are pretty, usoally
framing downtown inthe
background of the outfield —
Safeco Field in Seattle, Coors
Field in Denver and even ULS.
Cellolar Field in Chicago,

After a 15-day driving tripto

See HAMBLETON, Page C3

Tickets

Prices: No matter where you go, you will spend from $18 to

$200 aseat.

St. Lonis has Margaret at the ticket window on
the third-base side, who said, “We'll get you
thpse spats becavice it might rainand
vou'll be nunder some cover, but it

wan't cost you whatthe under-
cover seats cost.”

At Nationals Park, you call upand
askwhen the game will start, and they

ask, “When can you get here?”

Al Baltimore, there's not a bad seat in

the house.

Call ahead or check online at Philadelphia,

Tickets sell fast, with the Phillies coming off a World Series title.

Cleveland? See Nationals.

Tip: Of the parks where I've bought tickets from the “I've got tickets,
whoneeds Hekets 2" guys, P've saved lots of money at Wrigley Field
(Cubs), Kansas City, San Francisco and U_S. Cellular Field (White Sox).

Don't forget, almost allmajor-league barks are set up so the sun isin
the faces of the fans on the first-base side st the start of the game.

Food

had incredible food, from Rick's Philly Cheese Steaks to
the crab fries (didn’t get to taste them because those lines were three in-

nings long).

See BALLFARKS, Page C3



B Hambleton

Coniined from Page C1
see friends and family, play
goif and watch baséball, my
wife Ryly Jane and I reached
some conclusions:

B There isn't moch tif-
ference between Natfonals
Park, builtin 2008, and Ori-
ole Parkcat Camden Yards,
it m 1992, and all those in
between, Tﬁenewpaﬂs
were built with baseball and
fansin mind.

B Philadelphia has some-
thing against signs, These's
adearth of signs for motels.
Signts for boyr bordonr Inde-
pendence Hall. Signs for
how to gelin and out of Cit-
izens Bank Park, Signs for
Tuow to nse the subwiy,

W Albert Pujols, Todd
Helton and Ryan Howard
make yout want to watch
every pitch.

[ ] Baseballplﬂasuxe
reachesa peak when Balti-
miore’s Feli Pie and Nolan
Reimold rip shots off K-Rod
ofthe Meta,

W Major-league short -
stops are so good. The im-
possible is routine every
game. Brgndan Byan of the
Cards, Marco Scutaroof
Toronto, Jimmy Rolling of
Philly, Troy Tulowiteld of
Colorade are somie of the
best, :

W You ¢an have alot of fun
if you go in disguise. Twore a
Cardinals shirf to the Wash-
imghom-Toronto game anda
Phillies shirt at the Drioles-
Meis game.

Alfter the Nats game, on
the Metro, a guyina Ryne

Sandberg Cubsjersey nod-
dad at e acsoss a crowded
il car, I nodded hack and
senfled. Weknew real hase -
ball was plaved in the ML
Central,

At Baltimore, Orioles fans
consoled me for the Phillies’
loss that night to Toronto.

“Hey, we beat the MetsTor
you,” onie guy said ashe
slapped my shoulder.

B The essence af coalis
theimmer harbor in Balti-
miore and Carnden Yards
with Entaw Street along
right field. Boog's Bar-B-Q,
pretzel dogs, the plagues
noting homeruns in the
right-field concourse (one s
whiere Ken Griffey Jr. hita
homnerinthe 1993 All-Star
Game},

W Ol -time baseball is
alive in Philly's Ashburp Al-
ley (named for Nebraskan
Richie Ashburn) and the
statues of Stan the Man and
Ozzie Smithin St. Louis.

B 1t youwant to meet
people, keep a scorecard of
the game and ask what's the
best fond at the batipark.

W Being a Nebraskan, [

“now to put miy wallet in my

front packet inbig cities.
Butonthe way out of the
bﬂm&mmﬁmm

essary because after the

Reach ¥an Hambieton 21 473.7313
or kivamblelondioumaistar. com.




M Ballparks

Continued from Page C1
Washington had a thing
called “half-smake ' bind of

a bratwurst, onlymore
sausagey. With the works,
it's a mess, but very good.
Pretrel dogs at Baltimore are

very good.
Cleveland used to have

crummy food but great
minstard, That's still the

¢ase,

Tip: You can usually bring
inyour own water or pop
(unopened) or peanuts or
other food. Thew' I check,

il dan th.'t n-an oS, A

] 6 the
paﬂ: is SI or SLwhﬂsmmde
the park, it's up'to $5.
Peanuts outside the park are
far cheaper,

Fans

Cardinal fans know base-
ball. Philly fans lived up to
their reputation as the loud-
est complainers, You can
guess how the big mouth
nesar us reacted whenthe
Phillies gave up five runsin
the top of the 10th.

Baltimore fans were
friendly and solid. Nationals
fans were puzzled asto why
they were there.

Cleveland fans wondered
if Eric Mangini can make the
Browns winners and if Le-
Bron will winit all now that
hehas Shag,

Getting there
You'd think cities would
make thiseasy. Hahaha,
St. Louds has the Metro
wail that is chean, easy ta ac-

At JournalStar.com: Ryly
Jane Hambleton's journal of
the ballpark vigits.

cess from putlying free
parking and drops you off at
the stadinm.

Baltimore is reportedly
good but trains running
from Baltimore back to
Washington, D.C.,don't ex-
ist unless you pay big bucks
toride Amtrak.

Traffic is a mess in Philly.

Washington's Metro rail
hadn't had a deadly crash
{Ulll'I] dat crurl]c' of days ago)

C.Iwﬂmﬂ. hufjvc-u canget

inand out onto the major
roads pretty easily.

Amenities

Philly had the best score-
boards, but had the crum-
miest “find the ballin the
biat” byme of st

Cleveland had the worst
scoreboards. Too junky.

The Nationals handed out
free Miller Lite beach tow-
els, and you got a free pro-
gram and seoregeand.,

At Philly, vou buy & scare-
card, but alsopeed a 85 pro-
gramto gel the rosters.

Tip: Many parks offer
free T-shirts and the like for
sigming up for aeredit card.
Read the small print, be-
cause you could endanger
your credit rating and you
couldend up withalot of
subscriptions to Sports Il-

Daskeated,
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